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Summary of the Reader
In this book, the students learn about making 
music – making a beat and making a tune. The 
images of people singing, clapping, dancing and 
playing different musical instruments help the 
students to understand why we like to make music. 
A cartoon bird expresses his responses to music 
through simple adjectives.

Introducing the topic: Music
Before students read the book …

• Show the students the cover of the book and 
talk about what they see. Do they know, in 
L1 or in English, what musical instrument the 
two boys are playing? What other musical 
instruments do they know?

• Read the back cover copy to the students. Ask 
Do you like music? Talk about the picture of the 
bird. Do the students know what action the bird 
is doing (clapping)?

• Do the Before You Read activity on page 15 of 
the book.

 
 

Did you know … ?

  More than 40,000 years ago, people 
made flutes and other simple musical 
instruments from animal bones.

Nomads from Asia played the first kind 
of violin.

In parts of Africa, people used ‘talking 
drums’ to send messages!

Level 1
Suitable for: young learners who have 

completed up to 50 hours 
of study in English

Type of English: British

Headwords: 200

Key words: 5 (see pages 2 and 6 of 
these Teacher’s Notes)

Subject words 10 (see pages 2 and 6 of 
these Teacher’s Notes)

Key grammar: present simple (positive 
and question forms), parts 
of be and have, possessive 
pronoun my, simple 
adjectives, quantifier some
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Key words 
(see page 6 of these Teacher’s Notes for the Key 
words in context)

foot / feet (n) music (n)

make (v)  with (prep)

mouth (n)

Subject words 
(see page 6 of these Teacher’s Notes for the 
Subject words in context)

beat (n) piano (n)

drum (n) pop (adj)

guitar (n) recorder (n)

note (n) tune (n)

one-man band (n) violin (n)

Curriculum links
Art and craft
The students choose the musical instrument that 
they know how to play or their favourite musical 
instrument, either from the book or another 
instrument that they know, and draw a picture 
of it. They present their picture to the other 
students and ask Do you play the (guitar)? (See also 
Activities 1 and 3 on pages 4–5 of these Teacher’s 
Notes.)

Design and technology 
Ask the students to look at page 14 of their 
Readers. Explain that these are all homemade 
musical instruments. Ask them if they know what 
each of the instruments is a homemade version of. 
Have the students ever made their own musical 
instruments? Do they use objects at home and 
turn them into musical instruments? (See also 
Activity 2 on page 4 of these Teacher’s Notes.)

Music
Make a beat: There are many different ways to 
enjoy music in the classroom. Help the students 
to understand what a beat is by clapping, as is 
done on page 4 of the Reader. Write the numbers 
1–4 on the board. Choose one of the numbers 
as the ‘big’ beat and make that bigger than the 
other numbers, or circle it. Clap the beat, putting 
emphasis on the ‘big’ beat. Ask the students 
to repeat what you are doing. You can repeat 
the above steps, but change the ‘big’ beat to be 
a different number, or add more numbers and 
have two ‘big’ beats to make the activity more 
challenging. Clap or stamp the rhythm and have 
the students join in. The students could also make 

the beats with their homemade instruments (see 
Activity 2 on page 4 of these Teacher’s Notes).

Sing an octave: This activity is for those teachers 
who like singing. Write the letters A to H on the 
board as a rising scale. Sing a rising scale of eight 
notes, singing the names of the letters. Ask the 
students to join in.  

Make a chant: Take the sentences from pages 
8–9 of the book and write them on the board as 
follows:

Some tunes are good.
Some tunes are bad.
Some tunes are happy.
Some tunes are sad.

Chant each line in turn and do one big clap at the 
end of each line. 

Do the chant again and ask the students to join in, 
saying the lines and clapping. 

Now do the chant again but replace the claps with 
a series of gestures for the students to join in:

Some tunes are good. (dance)
Some tunes are bad. (hands over ears)
Some tunes are happy. (big smile)
Some tunes are sad. (sad face)

(See also Activity 5 on page 5 of these Teacher’s 
Notes.)

Literacy
The students can use the text in the book as a 
model for writing about a musical instrument. 
Write the following on the board to produce a 
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collaborative text: What’s this? It’s a … It’s a … 
musical instrument. It … . Ask the students to 
suggest ideas for a musical instrument.  
Agree on one instrument and ask them to tell you 
what to write, using the book as a model: the 
name of the instrument, something about how 
you play it (e.g. with your hands, mouth, feet, 
etc.). Stronger students can then go on to write a 
similar text about a different musical instrument. 
Help them with any vocabulary they may need. 
(See also Activity 6 on page 5 of these Teacher’s 
Notes.)  

History
Ask the students if they know what musical 
instruments looked like in the past. Were they 
similar or did they look very different? Show them 
some photos of old-fashioned musical instruments 
taken from the internet or reference books. How 
are they different from the musical instruments of 
today?

Notes on the photocopiable activities
Pages 8–9: While-Reading activities, Activity 3 
The students match the speech bubbles with the 
pictures of the birds. Activity 4 The students 
complete the speech bubbles for each musician 
with the name of the instrument they play, or if 
they sing.

Pages 10–12: After-Reading activities, Activity 1 
The students find seven words hidden in the word 
snake. Activity 2 The students match the body 
parts to the correct musical instruments, 
depending on which body part is needed to make 
music with the instrument. Sometimes more than 
one body part is needed. Activity 3 The students 
read the song lyrics and colour each instrument 
according to the song. Activity 4 The students 
find the hidden pictures of the different musical 
instruments in the puzzle and count them, writing 
down the number for how many there are.
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Class Activities (After Reading)

Here are some activities to do with your class 
after reading Making Music.

1. Musical instruments collage
Materials: large and small sheets of paper; 
coloured pens / pencils / paints; safety scissors; 
glue

• Divide the class into groups of six students.

• Ask the students to choose a musical instrument 
that they like.

• Give each student a small sheet of paper. Tell 
the students that they each have to draw a 
musical instrument on their sheet, and then 
colour it.

• Give each group a large sheet of paper.

• The students cut out their instruments and stick 
them on the large sheet of paper.

• Go round the class and monitor the students’ 
work.

• As an alternative, the students could cut out 
pictures of musical instruments from magazines, 
etc.

• Display the collages and ask the students to talk 
about them – the different types of instruments, 
if they know how to play them, etc.

2. Make a drum
Materials: an empty bowl or tin; a large piece of 
paper / a plastic bag; sticky tape / a rubber band; 
two pencils; CD of pop music (optional)

• Divide the class into pairs.

• Tell the students that they are going to make a 
drum with their partner. 

• Show the students how to make the drum by 
stretching the paper or the plastic bag over the 
bowl or tin. Secure the paper / plastic with the 
rubber band or some sticky tape.

• The students can use two pencils as the 
drumsticks.

• Go round the class and monitor the students’ 
progress as they make their drums, helping out 
where necessary.

• The students can then demonstrate their drums 
to the class by playing different tunes. 

• Other simple musical instruments that can be 
made include a shaker by half-filling empty 
plastic bottles with beads or dried beans, or 
using two pan lids as cymbals.

• With their drums, or other musical instruments 
made, the students could play along to some 
music. Play a well-known pop tune on a CD, for 
example, and ask the students to play along to 
the beat with their homemade instruments.

3. Pop group poster
Materials: large sheets of paper; coloured pens / 
pencils / paints

• Ask the students to talk about their favourite 
pop groups. Why do they like this group? What 
kind of music do they play? What are their 
famous songs? What musical instruments do 
they play? Who sings in the group? Where are 
they from? Would they like to see them play in 
concert?  

• Tell the students to imagine that their favourite 
pop group is playing a concert in your town or 
city at the weekend. They are going to design a 
poster of the pop group for the concert.  

• Hand out the materials and ask the students to 
make their posters. They should draw a picture 
of the pop group playing their instruments and 
singing. They should also add information about 
the concert, such as the date and time and 
venue. And they should add the name of the pop 
group to the poster. 

• When the posters are finished, the students take 
turns to present them to the class, describing 
the pop group, their instruments and their 
songs. 

• As follow-up work, the students could label 
the instruments that the pop group plays. They 
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could also add speech bubbles for each of the 
pop group members on the poster, saying, for 
example, I’m … . I play the … .

4. Musical instruments survey
 • Brainstorm different musical instruments with 

the students, e.g. recorder, piano, violin, flute, 
cello, guitar, etc. Write them on the board. 

• Divide the class into groups of four to six 
students. Ask the students to each choose five 
musical instruments and write them across the 
top of a piece of paper. Down the left side of the 
paper they should write the names of the other 
students in their group. They then draw lines to 
create a chart, which will be their survey grid. 
Draw a chart on the board as an example if 
necessary.

• In their groups, the students ask and answer 
questions about their surveys, for example, Do 
you play (the piano)? and they tick or cross the 
rows for the students. 

• When they have finished, the students should 
gather the information they have collected to 
present to the class: Two students play the piano. 
No students play the violin. One student plays the 
recorder.

• Go round the class and monitor the students’ 
work. When everyone has given their feedback, 
find out which is the most popular musical 
instrument played among the students.

5. Musical statues
Materials: CD of pop music and a CD player

• Tell the students that they are going to play 
a popular game with music known as Musical 
statues. 

• Have all the students stand up at their desks. 
Explain the rules of the game: when the students 
hear the music, they dance or move around. 
When the music stops, the students have to stop 
too. They must not move any part of the bodies. 
Anyone who moves is out of the game and has 
to sit down.

• Play the music on the CD player. After about 
30 seconds, press pause. Check that none of the 
students are moving, and ask those that are to 
sit down as they are out of the game. Continue 
playing and pausing the music until there is a 
winner – the student who hasn’t moved or made 
a sound.

6. Survey: What can you do? 
• Tell the students that you are going to say some 

sentences. They should stand up if a sentence is 
true for them.

• Here are some examples of the sentences you 
can say: I like music. I play the guitar. I play the 
drums. I sing. I write tunes. I like pop music. I’ve 
got a recorder. etc.

• After each sentence, count the number of 
students that are standing and record the 
information on the board. 

• In this way, you can get an overall example of 
what the students in the class can do on the 
subject of music. 

• Discuss the results with the class at the end of 
the survey. 
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Key words

foot / feet ..................I make a beat with my hands and my feet. (p. 3) 

make ..........................I make a tune with my mouth. (p. 7)

mouth.........................I make music with my mouth, hands and feet. (p. 1)

music ..........................Music has got a tune. (p. 5)

with .............................I make music with things from my house. (p. 14)

Subject words

beat ............................Music has got a beat. (p. 2)

drum ...........................I play the drums. (p. 10)

guitar .........................I play the guitar.  (p. 12)

note ............................A tune has got notes. (p. 6)

one-man band ..........a one-man band (p. 1)

piano ..........................a piano (p. 5)

pop ..............................Do you like pop music? (p. 11)

recorder ....................a recorder (p. 7)

tune  ...........................A tune has got notes. (p. 6)

violin ..........................a violin (p. 9)
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While-Reading activities

Activity 1 (pages 1–4)
Circle the words.

1 A one-man band makes / writes music.

2 Music has got a drum / beat.

3 We make a beat with our hands and feet / mouth.

4 We can clap a note / beat with our hands.

Activity 2 (pages 5–7)
Write the words.

recorder   tune   notes   piano

1 Music has got a .

2 We play the  with our hands.

3 A tune has got .

4 We play the  with our hands and mouth.
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Activity 3 (pages 8–9)
Match. Draw lines

a

a

a

b

c

d

Some tunes are sad. 1

Some tunes are good. 2

Some tunes are happy. 3

Some tunes are bad. 4

Teacher’s Notes
Pearson English Kids Readers



MAKING MUSIC   LEVEL 19 PHOTOCOPIABLE   Text copyright © Pearson Education.

Teacher’s Notes
Pearson English Kids Readers

Activity 4 (pages 1–14)
Look and write.

guitar   piano   drums   violin    sing

I play the .1

I .4

I play the .3

I play the .5

I play the .2
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After-Reading activities 

Activity 1
Circle the words.

Activity 2
Match. Draw lines.

1 hands 

2 hands and mouth 

3 mouth 

4 hands, mouth and feet 

5 hands 

a

b c d e

popnotesgu
itarbea tdru

m
tu

nemusic
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Activity 3
Look and read. Colour.

I am a music man.
My guitar is blue.
My violin is yellow.
Do you like my tune?

I am a music man.
My big drum is green.
My small drum is orange.
Do you like the beat? 
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Activity 4
Look and count. Write the number.

a  violins  d  guitars

b  piano  e  drums

c  recorders 
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Answer Key

In the back of the Reader

Before You Read
1 a drum   b piano   c recorder   d violin   e guitar

After You Read
1 1 d   2 a   3 b   4 c

2 1 c   2 a   3 b

In these Teacher’s Notes

While-Reading activities

Activity 1
1 makes   2 beat   3 hands and feet   4 beat 

Activity 2
1 tune   2 piano   3 notes   4 recorder 

Activity 3
1 b   2 d   3 c   4 a

Activity 4
1 drums   2 guitar   3 piano   4 sing   5 violin

After-Reading activities

Activity 1
The words are: pop, notes, guitar, beat, drum, 
tune, music

Activity 2
1 b or c   2 e   3 d   4 a   5 b or c

Activity 3
Students’ own answers

Activity 4
a 3   b 1   c 5   d 2   e 4


